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The Collegium board had hoped very much that 
we would be able to hold an in-person summer 
colloquy in June 2021. Even with word that 
vaccines should soon be available for all, it became 
clear that there would still be many obstacles 
complicating our ability to bring together as large 
a group as we do each June while enabling them 
to interact meaningfully.

In light of that, we will hold our annual summer 
colloquy online over the course of five weekdays, 
June 21-25, 2021, organized in two iterations, 
one for people on East Coast time, one for those 
on West. One benefit of going online will be that 
we can open participation to a larger number of 
participants than usual--two per member campus. 
This could be a great opportunity for faculty who 
can’t typically travel for the in-person colloquy, 
but would like to learn and benefit from what 
Collegium has to offer. After a year of adjustment 
to teaching and working online, we think we have 
learned what it will take to organize a compelling, 
but not zoom-fatiguing, event.

Like our annual in-person summer colloquies, 
this year’s online colloquy is intended for first-
time participants from any discipline and from 
all religious perspectives. The structure of the 
colloquy will mirror the in-person colloquy, 
thoug h we wil l  not ask nearly as  much 
screen time. The colloquy will entail talks, 
small group discussions and built-in time for 
reflection. Almost all of it will be synchronous, 
to allow for the sorts of interaction that are 
normally so important at the summer colloquy. 

The Board has been helpful in making suggestions, 
and Karen Eifler and Deborah Pembleton have 
been especially generous working with Joyce and 
me to plan the details.  

We are also happy to announce that the Zoom 
format will allow Collegium alumni/ae to virtually 
attend the large-group presentations by Tom 
Landy, Matt Eggemeier, Kate Ward and Rafael 
Luciani, as well as the Landy Award presentation 
to Rob Bellin. Look for a separate email invitation 
to register for any of these in the next two weeks. 

Collegium 2021 Summer Colloquy  
Will Be Virtual
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The Collegium Board voted last year to award the Thomas 
M. Landy Award for service to Collegium to Robert M. 
Bellin. The award, which they’d originally hoped to give 
at the June 2020 summer colloquy, will be presented June 
22, 2021 during the virtual colloquy.

Rob, a proud Saint John’s University alumnus, has 
distinguished himself as a researcher and teacher. He is 
Professor of Biochemistry at the College of the Holy Cross 
and Director of Vocare, an initiative at the College that 
enhances advising and helps develop habits of discernment 
about their academic and life choices. 

Rob first participated in Collegium as a fellow in 2011; 
served as a Board member from 2012 to 2017, including 
a term as Chair; presented twice at summer colloquies; 

and was entrusted by the board to lead the search for 
Collegium’s next Executive Director. The Board will 
celebrate all the ways that Rob not only embodies the 
best of Collegium, but works to stretch and enhance the 
work we do, notably by helping us think better about the 
place of science and scientists in the mission of Catholic 
higher education. 

Collegium Board Chair Norah Martin will present the 
award virtually.  A small group including Rob’s wife, Dr. 
Kelly Wolfe-Bellin and sons Paul and Sean, will be with 
him in person at Holy Cross when he accepts. Look for 
an invitation to join us on zoom at 12:40 p.m. EST / 9:40 
a.m. WST on Tuesday, June 22.

 Rob Bellin to be Honored
z

https://college.holycross.edu/faculty/rbellin/
https://www.holycross.edu/academics/holy-cross-approach/vocare
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Light at the End of the Tunnel
Tom Landy

What a year it has been. 

I won’t pretend that I can summarize it any more meaningfully than 
most other writers, or that it can even be adequately summarized at all, 
but the last year deserves to be remarked upon as one that has called 
for so much from so many people. 

The burdens of the year have been unevenly distributed, often radically 
so. But I don’t know anyone who hasn’t felt some meaningful burdens. 
COVID-19 upended almost every part of our lives. Many of us lost 
loved ones to it, or suffered through illness ourselves, or worried 
for people who were particularly vulnerable. Other forms of illness 
and suffering continued on, unwilling to yield to a new coronavirus 
competitor. We witnessed continued violence visited on Black 
Americans, and added ones against Asian Americans, and all sorts of 
slow-burning forms of violence against a range of vulnerable people. We 
were stunned to actually witness the seditious storming of the Capitol 
and to hear how many people were willing to downplay or excuse that 
violence away, to brush off the lies that fanned it and would trade 
democracy for power. Many of us were cut off from family and from 
places of worship at a time when they could have helped us process 
loss or celebrate milestones or express our gratitude.

All of this has made it more difficult for me to feel what I’ve long felt 
with conviction, that “The world is charged with the grandeur of God.” 
Still, it’s a belief that I want and need to recover, however tempered it 
realistically needs to be with a realistic awareness of how much in it 
has been “seared… bleared [and] smeared.”

Like many people, I’ve had family members whose health was severely 
impacted by COVID-19. People I hold close have been traumatized 
by the violences of the year. Even as I see light at the end of the tunnel, 
I hear really terrible things almost daily from friends in India about 
so many deaths, on a scale larger than we lived through here. It’s 
challenging that I’m finding hope for my own situation at a time when 
things look so grim there.

Somewhere buried into the year are lots of reasons to celebrate - new 
children, or children on the way, recognition of achievement, small joys.

I’m starting to feel that we’re at a threshold moment, though not 
soon enough to have enabled a June colloquy, but soon enough that 
vaccinated Tom is ready to get out. Without doing injustice to or 
forgetting the long distance that friends and strangers in many countries 
around the world still have to travel to see that light firsthand, I want 
most of all right now to express my gratitude--to those who have 
cared for the sick, often at great cost; to those scientists (so many of 
them, friends remind me, women scientists) who have developed the 
breakthroughs that are leading us through this; to the people who kept 
the food supply and other necessities going, or insured shelter for the 

vulnerable, or helped prevent all the ways that this could have been 
an even bigger humanitarian disaster; even to the inventors of zoom 
and technologies that helped keep us connected in ways that we could 
not have been a decade ago. 

I’m especially grateful, too, that so many people I know - so many 
Collegium family members among you, struggled and found ways 
to teach, connect, mentor and encourage; stepped up for the sake of 
students, colleagues, friends and strangers. All of those acts, individually 
unheralded, really deserve to be hailed. So too do all the acts that 
people have taken to shine a light on, and counter, the terrible range 
of enduring, non-COVID related struggles we live with.

One of the things Collegium’s Board has asked us to do is to help 
colleagues to be conscious of how to rise back, healthier more 
purposefully, when we do get through this. I’m learning how to do that 
in real time, just as you are. With Beth Barsotti’s help, we will build 
that into the spirituality experience of June, 2020. I take comfort in the 
small rituals that will give me time to reflect and pay attention, letting 
the ritual help carry some of what my unusually distracted mind has 
not been able to during much of the last year. I’ll continue to work 
on practices of giving thanks, which are always more life-giving than 
many of the other thoughts that my mind can wander to. And finally, 
I’ll continue to try to exercise habits of discernment that include 
discerning what I have to let go of in order to concentrate on where I 
can contribute best. 

I hope that these next few months, whenever you have time to slow 
down and take stock, will help you think about how you rise up even 
better and more focused, too, bringing something good out of a 
difficult year. That can help us, I hope, to face squarely up to the range 
of other, very deep challenges still left to face.
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Alumni/ae finder:
z

Looking to connect with members of your small group?  
other participants from your year?  Collegium alumni/
ae in your field or from your institution?

Collegium has a search tool to help.  Please let us 
know if any of the information we have there is not up 
to date

R.I.P. 
z

Rev. Rudy A. Vela, S.M. (F’10) 
September 29, 2020

Thomas C. Mans (B’14, ’15, ’16)  
December 16, 2020

Alumni News

The College of the Holy Cross, 
Collegium’s home institution, is excited 
to announce that Vincent Rougeau 
(F’93, past mentor, speaker and board 
member) Dean of Boston College 
School of Law, will become our new 

President July 1, 2021. 

 

The University of Portland, soon to be 
the home institution for Collegium, 
announced that Michael DeVaughn 
(F’19) has been appointed Dean of 
Dr. Robert B. Pamplin, Jr., School of 
Business at the University of Portland, 
Portland, Oregon. Mike and U.P. 
Provost Herbert Medina (F’19) were 
each delighted to report that the 
appointment grew out of a connection 

that they made at Collegium.

Dung Tran (F’16 &’17), Assistant Professor 
of Organizational Leadership in the 
School of Leadership Studies at Gonzaga 
University, is the most recent Collegium 
alumnus to join the National Seminar 
on Jesuit Higher Education, publisher of 
Conversations on Jesuit Higher Education. 
Jim McCartin (G’98, F’05 P’17), Associate 
Professor of the History of American 
Christianity at Fordham University, is 

Chair of the Seminar.

Norah Martin, current Collegium Board 
Chair and Professor of Philosophy and 
Environmental Studies at University of 
Portland, has been appointed Interim 
Dean of UP’s College of Arts and 
Sciences, June 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022. 
 

Beth Barsotti, a frequent spiritual 
director at Collegium, begins a new 
role this summer organizing faculty 
and staff formation programs at 

Gonzaga University. 

Fr. Thomas P. Looney, C.S.C., who 
served as a Collegium liaison is the new 

President of King’s College

https://www.collegium.org/alumni-finder
https://www.theangelusfuneralhome.com/obituary/rev-rudy-vela-sm
https://www.johnagentleman.com/obituaries/Thomas--C-Mans?obId=19312668#/obituaryInfo
https://www.holycross.edu/leadership/presidential-search/about-vincent-rougeau
https://www.up.edu/news/2021/03/dr-michael-devaughn-named-dean.html
https://www.gonzaga.edu/academics/faculty-listing/detail/trand4
http://www.conversationsmagazine.org/
https://www.up.edu/directory/Norah-Martin.html
https://www.kings.edu/news/kings-college-board-announces-new-president
https://www.kings.edu/news/kings-college-board-announces-new-president
https://www.kings.edu/news/kings-college-board-announces-new-president
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Learning from—and about—the Collegium Board
Collegium has always depended on the guidance of a dedicated Board to 
shape its work and to strategize about the future.  We’ve always noted the 
changes to Board membership in Collegium News, but would like to do 
more to highlight the leadership of Board members.  We’ve asked one of 
our board members whose term ends this summer—Esteban del Rio of 
the University of San Diego, to offer a few words about his experience as 
a leader of the organization, his greatest worry for the future of Catholic 
higher education, and where he finds reason to be hopeful for its future.

 
Esteban del Río
My experience as a Fellow came in 2013, the summer 
after my first academic year serving as Associate Provost 
at the University of San Diego, and my head was 
spinning. Full-time teaching and writing enveloped me 

like an old sweater on a chilly (San Diego) morning. But the first year 
in an administrative role – I held the role for seven years – saw me 
searching for meaning and rationales for my work in Catholic higher 
education. The Colloquy that summer at the University of Portland 
helped me to realize that I wasn’t just working at a Catholic college, 
but that I had taken up a vocation. 

Such a realization can be common for folks experiencing Collegium. 
It can provide a context and even a rationale for what we’ve been 
doing all along. For me, it is pursuing holism, getting the connections 

right, building cohesion in student learning, and aligning my 
inner life and my labor. Besides the readings and films and talks, 
there’s something moving about hearing about people’s experiences 
outside of one’s own institution. One can walk away with a deeper 
solidarity with colleagues across North America, a solidarity borne 
of accompaniment, conversations, shared meals, and candor. 

My association with Collegium, as a fellow, as a two-term board 
Chair, and now completing my second and final term on the 
Collegium Board, has offered form to my hope and sense of 
possibility. It has animated my commitment to equity, accessibility, 
community-based learning, and inquiry with a profound sense of 
mission and vocation. 

As we continue to experience world-historic disruption and division 
that has lasted months and years, Collegium is the kind of catalyst 
that helps us keep the lights on – for ourselves and our students. In 
1945, as the darkness of World War II began to break, Pauli Murray 
wrote, “when my brothers try to draw a circle to exclude me, I shall 
draw a larger circle to include them. When they speak out for the 
privileges of a puny group, I shall shout for the rights of all mankind.” 
Collegium has been helping us draw larger circles in Catholic higher 
education for decades. My best wishes to colleagues as they persist 
and continue to grow what is good in academic life. 

Gratitude to Member Colleges that  
Excel at Serving Latino Students

Excelencia in Education, a nonprofit focused on Latino students, 
recently updated its list of colleges and universities designated 
as “Hispanic-serving,” any institution where Hispanic students 
make up at least 25% of the undergraduate FTE student body. The 
report acknowledges that geography makes a difference recruiting 
Hispanic students, but highlights institutions worth celebrating in 
an educational system that is not doing enough for Latino students.

Four Collegium member institutions were recently recognized as 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions: St. Mary’s University (TX) where 
68.1% of the student body is Hispanic; Dominican University (IL) 
58.6%; Notre Dame de Namur University (CA), 48.2%; College of 
Mount Saint Vincent (NY) (43.4%).

Ten others were recognized as “emerging” Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions: Iona College (NY) 24.0%; Manhattan College (NY) 

23.5%; University of St. Francis (IL) 22.8%; Loyola Marymount 
University (CA) 22.7%; Lewis University (IL) 22.2%; DePaul 
University (IL) 19.3%; Loyola University New Orleans (LA) 19.1%; 
Seton Hall University (NJ) 17.8%; Loyola University Chicago (IL) 
16.6% Fordham University (NY) 15.3%. 

Hispanics make up a growing proportion of the traditional college 
age population, and an even higher proportion of the Catholic 
population in that age group. Latino students have become 
increasingly likely to attend college, but we all need to be working 
together to make that possible.

We’re grateful for the groundbreaking work that these schools and 
our alumni/ae there are doing, and eager to support and to learn 
from them. 

https://www.edexcelencia.org/research/series/hsi-2019-2020
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/pdf/coe_cpb.pdf
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Book Reviews
Gerald J. Beyer

Just Universities: 
Catholic Social Teaching 
Confronts Corporatized 
Higher Education
NY: Fordham University Press, 2021
 
 

The publication of Gerry Beyer’s Just Universities could not be more 
timely. When colleges and universities sent their students home in 
March of 2020 and pivoted to remote learning it was a shock to the 
system for sure. As institutions wrestled with providing education 
in a new medium, they also faced significant financial challenges 
(though for many schools, fiscal woes arrived well in advance of the 
pandemic and are likely to continue when it abates). The influence 
of the corporatized and commodified vision of higher education 
was on full display and in some cases, it appeared that the health 
crisis was providing cover for unpopular, and unjust, furloughs and 
layoffs among faculty, staff, and administrators and spending cuts to 
mission critical programs. Students and parents demanded refunds 
and reduced tuition costs because schools were not “giving them what 
they paid for” even as faculty and staff worked tirelessly to continue 
providing a quality education and mentoring relationships to the 
best of their ability. The inequalities that were playing out on the 
evening news were likewise playing out in our college communities 
in ways that were more evident than ever before.

Open the pages of Just Universities and get to the heart of the 
matter, “There are numerous forces at work on Catholic campuses, 
many of them good. Nonetheless, well-intended board members, 
administrators and faculty members may import or tacitly accept 
corporate models of financial and personnel management into 
Catholic higher education, while not seriously contemplating how 
solidarity, justice, human rights, the common good, and the option 
for the poor should shape the universities internal policies and 
structures.” [24]

Beyer’s argument unfolds in six chapters covering the mission of 
Catholic higher education and the corporatization of universities, 
solidarity and worker justice, the right to education for economically 
disadvantaged students, stewardship of resources and integral 
ecology, racial justice, and gender and LGBTQ justice. The opening 
chapter situates the discussion against the backdrop of the “neo-
liberal” project and its individualistic anthropology. It provides a 
helpful synopsis of the major themes of Catholic social teaching that 
spring from a theological anthropology committed to the intrinsic 

dignity of the person created in the image and likeness of God and 
flourishing in the context of relationships of solidarity. Social justice 
issues including the treatment of our lowest paid workers and the 
exploitation of contingent faculty, fiduciary responsibilities, and 
access and inclusion are analyzed in light of major themes in Catholic 
social teaching.  Just Universities is poised to be a key interlocutor for 
intersectional approaches to ethics in higher education and makes 
critical links between the corporatized university, racism, economic 
disparities, gender inequality, and heteronormativity. The neo-liberal 
project, white supremacy, patriarchy, and capitalism are mutually 
reinforcing and so our analysis of everything from wage justice to 
sexual assault on campuses stand to benefit from Beyer’s proposal.

The book is meticulously cited and the notes (over 150 pages worth) 
provide a rich resource for those who want to delve deeper into any of 
the topics. It may be the case that your college or university appears 
in the pages and charts, and not always in flattering ways. You may 
read the analysis and find yourself muttering, “Gerry, you don’t 
know the half of it” as you reflect on painful meetings and email 
exchanges that don’t make headlines or grace our institutions’ social 
media pages. While Beyer’s analysis is searing, his response is both 
hopeful and pragmatic. Critical of many de facto spending priorities 
in higher education, Just Universities avoids a simple blame game 
that pits stakeholders against each other (the prime example being 
tensions between academics and athletics). The zero-sum approach 
only serves the neo-liberal project. He notes, “Given the potency 
and deep roots of the corporatization of the university, moving to 
a model of higher education oriented toward human rights and the 
common good will require support from a broad coalition of people. 
Catholic colleges and universities need a critical mass of people well 
versed in the Catholic tradition in order to be able to articulate, 
explain, and actively promote the Catholic mission and identity 
of the institutions.” [42] Beyer has a co-conspirator in Collegium.

Just Universities is a must read for all faculty and administrators. 
It should be discussed and applied widely across disciplinary and 
divisional boundaries in our schools. It may be particularly helpful 
for social justice networks on your campus as they seek to leverage 
college mission and Catholic identity in pressing for change. Like 
the Church itself, to the extent that universities position themselves 
as agents and incubators of social change, their integrity rests on the 
ability to be just places to work, teach, live, and learn.

    —Mary Doyle Roche F’08
        College of the Holy Cross
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Matthew T. Eggemeier (F ‘12, S ‘15-’19, 
‘21) and Peter Joseph Fritz 

Send Lazarus:  
Catholicism and the  
Crises of Neoliberalism 
New York, Fordham University Press, 
2020

Matthew T. Eggemeier (F ‘12, S ‘15-’19, 
‘21) and Peter Joseph Fritz 

The Politics of Mercy:  
Catholic Life in an Era  
of Inequality, Racism  
and Violence 
New York, Crossroads Publishing 
Company, 2020

Book Reviews

Professor Matt Eggemeier, a regular participant in Collegium 
programs, and his Holy Cross colleague Peter Fritz have made an 
important, and unusual, contribution to Catholic social thought 
and social teaching. Send Lazarus is an impressive work of academic 
theology which argues convincingly for placing mercy at the center 
of Catholic social thought and action. This book is “a longer, more 
specialized companion text” for The Politics of Mercy, a book aimed 
at students and general readers applying mercy to urgent issues facing 
the human family and our “common home”. Send Lazarus is located 
within the global conversation among theologians and other scholars 
and makes a challenging contribution to Christian theology. The 
Politics of Mercy grew out of three seminars the two scholars taught 
and suggests strategies for addressing a selected group of important 
public questions. Uniquely the authors address questions often posed 
to academics dealing with social questions. If the work is theoretical 
and scholarly, reviewers want to know what difference these ideas 
make in real life. If scholars address practical questions, perhaps in 
essays or op-eds, commentators want to know what theoretical and 
historical arguments lie behind their suggestions. Perhaps because 
they are experienced teachers Eggemeier and Fritz anticipate and 
answer those questions.

Send Lazarus has two sections. The first is a detailed, well informed 
criticism of neoliberalism, a set of ideas and practices that they 
believe have come to dominate thought and imagination, minds 
and hearts. Neoliberalism is more than an ideology shaping and 
reflecting the dominant political economy; it also includes images 
and ideas that inform personal aspirations, and disappointments, 
social relationships, and social isolation, cultural symbols and 
political discourses that systematically undermine human dignity 
and solidarity. Neoliberalism is the contemporary expression of what 
successive Popes call “economism”, ideas that subordinate all of life 
to economic considerations. As the authors see it, neoliberalism is 
marked by inequality, sacrifice, mercilessness, and produces pressing 
problems of economic inequality, racial injustice, and environmental 
deterioration. And throughout their analysis they demonstrate how 
neoliberalism deserves resistance by Christians and has received direct 
condemnations by recent Popes, from John XXIII to Pope Francis. 

Part two offers a Catholic alternative to neoliberalism, a theology 
and politics of mercy. Catholic social action for some years placed 
the aspiration for justice at the center and tended to minimize the 
importance of charity. But Pope John Paul II and Pope Francis 
began their papacies with statements on mercy; Pope Benedict 
with a similar statement on charity. The authors are very clear what 
this requires: the practice of the works of mercy. These include the 
corporal works of mercy: feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, 
clothe the naked, ransom the captive, shelter the homeless, visit the 
sick and bury the dead.  And there are the spiritual works of mercy: 
admonish the sinner, instruct the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, 
comfort the afflicted, bear wrongs patiently, forgive all injuries, and 
pray for the living and the dead. These practices of mercy bear witness 
to the truths of human dignity and solidarity, they open imaginations 
to new and better ways of living together, and they allow women and 
men to live by their deepest beliefs. The authors cite many whom 
are doing just that.

The Politics of Mercy applies the ideas of Send Lazarus to four 
areas of public concern: economic inequality, racism in migration 
and mass incarceration, and violence in war and environmental 
deterioration. In each section they lay out the extent of the problem, 
review alternatives proposed, explain the relevance of the theory 
and practice of mercy, and provide examples of people and projects 
impressively engaged with the application of mercy. These include 
the Catholic Worker movement, Jesuit Refugee Services, Homeboy 
Industries, Catholic Relief Services and Bethlehem Farm. Each 
section on its own would provide a helpful text for community 
service or community based learning in those areas. In both books 
the authors make clear that Catholicism and neoliberalism are “rival 
systems that support a politics of mercy or sacrifice”, the sacrifice of 
“the human person and creation itself ”. “We can hardly emphasize it 
enough: one who understands both neoliberalism and Catholicism 
is faced with a decision between them, between sacrifice and mercy, 
callousness  and love, the rich man and Lazarus”. 

A few comments for Collegium alumni. First, as the subtitles make 
clear, these are both books about Catholic beliefs and practices. But 

and

continued on page 8
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Booknotes
Edited by Drew Christiansen, SJ  
   and Carole Sargent (F ‘07) 
With an Address by Pope Francis 
With Contributions from Seven  
   Nobel Peace Prize Laureates 

A World Free From  
Nuclear Weapons: 
The Vatican Conference  
on Disarmament 
Georgetown University Press 2020

On November 10, 2017, Pope Francis became the first pontiff in the 
nuclear era to take a complete stand against nuclear weapons, even as 
a form of deterrence. Drew Christiansen, SJ, advises the Holy See on 
disarmament issues. He invited Carole Sargent, a Collegium alumna, to 
the Vatican for the conference that framed Francis’s declaration, because 
she studies Catholic sisters who are active in disarmament. They later 
co-edited the new book, A World Free From Nuclear Weapons: The 
Vatican Conference on Disarmament (Georgetown University Press 

2020), published the same month as the solemn 75th anniversary of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. They also co-published an article for The 
Conversation that was reprinted worldwide, and Carole published a 
second piece on one of the sisters.

A World Free from Nuclear Weapons presents the pope’s address 
and original testimony from Nobel Peace Prize laureates, religious 
leaders, diplomats, and civil society activists who were present at 
the 2017 conference. These luminaries, which include a Hiroshima 
survivor, make the moral case against possessing, manufacturing, 
and deploying nuclear arms. Fr. Christiansen was a member of the 
Holy See delegation to the 2017 United Nations conference that 
negotiated the Treaty to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons, and his chapters 
help readers to understand this conference in its historical context. A 
World Free from Nuclear Weapons is a critical companion for scholars 
of modern Catholicism, moral theology, and peace studies, as well as 
policymakers working on effective disarmament. It shows how the 
Church’s revised position presents an opportunity for global leaders 
to connect disarmament to larger movements for peace.

     –from the Press

Collegium’s own 
YouTube Channel

Collegium has a new YouTube Channel where you 
can watch a number of videos from the Spring 2021 

online offerings and some past talks (more to come!). 

they address questions that face all Christians and touch on issues 
that affect everybody. In the 1980s when the U.S. bishops prepared 
pastoral letters on nuclear weapons and, later, economic justice, 
they opened public conversations and ended with statements that 
were seen as helpful for all Americans. These books are written in 
that spirit, perhaps in part because they are informed by experience 
in undergraduate seminars with students at once serious about 
spiritual and moral questions but uncertain about denominational 
affiliation. Second, the books do not directly address abortion and 
sexuality, issues that dominate Catholic politics in and out of the 
Church. But it may well be that in order to allow those questions 
to receive serious consideration by citizens, including Catholics, 
they need to be relocated in something like the framework of 
mercy offered here. And third, it will not be easy to move from 
critical to constructive discussion of social morality, a move beyond 
nagging moralism the authors correctly see as essential. They know 
that renewed aspirations will require a utopian imagination that 

opens horizons beyond current divisions, disappointments and 
discouragement. The four American icons cited by Pope Francis, 
Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr., Thomas Merton and 
Dorothy Day had precisely that faith in a new world beckoning 
beyond the boundaries of current violence and injustice. Eggemeier 
and Fritz take the risk of offering a vision of what “the beloved 
community”, “the Kingdom of God” we yearn for might look like, 
a vision that might inspire religious and civic commitment, creative 
discipleship and citizenship. Awakening faith in that kind of vision, 
as true and not a mirage, may be the assignment of those of us who 
share their hopefulness and admire their work. At the very least 
they have offered a vast array of ideas about learning and teaching 
for consideration at Collegium Colloquies. 

    —David J. O’Brien (M ‘93, ‘94, ‘98, S’00, ‘05) 
        Loyola Professor emeritus 
        College of the Holy Cross

continued from page 7

http://press.georgetown.edu/book/georgetown/world-free-nuclear-weapons
http://press.georgetown.edu/book/georgetown/world-free-nuclear-weapons
https://theconversation.com/profiles/carole-sargent-456872/articles
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiAX1SnzBW9eQonxdub2grQ
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Help Shape Collegium News!
Do you have any ideas about contributions you’d like to make to Collegium News? Are you willing to help with Book Reviews?

Please let us know if there are articles you would be interested in contributing, or subject areas where you could review books relevant 
to Collegium’s readership and mission.

We are interested in finding qualified reviewers for any of the following books, and are eager to hear about other types of books you’d like 
to draw to the attention of Collegium alumni/ae:

Felton, Peter and Lambert, Leo. Relationship-Rich Education: How Human Connections Drive Success in College, Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 2020, 208 pp.

Gannon, Kevin. Radical Hope: a Teaching Manifesto, West Virginia University Press, 2020, 180 pp.

Gioia, Dana. The Catholic Writer Today: And Other Essays, Wiseblood Press, 2019, 220 pp.

Harrison, Peter. The Territories of Science & Religion, University of Chicago Press, 2017, 300 pp.

Hitz, Zena. Lost in Thought: The Hidden Pleasures of an Intellectual Life,  Princeton University Press, 2020, 240 pp.

Mesa, José, S.J., ed., Ignatian Pedagogy: Classic and Contemporary Texts on Jesuit Education from St. Ignatius to Today, Loyola Press, 2017, 585 pp.

Thompson, Robert. Beyond Reason and Tolerance: The Purpose and Practice of Higher Education, Oxford University Press, 2014, 224 pp.

Waggoner, M. and Walker, N. eds., Oxford Handbook of Religion and American Education, Oxford Handbooks, 2018, 520 pp.

Wallace, Cynthia. (G’10) Of Women Borne: A Literary Ethics of Suffering, Columbia University Press, 2016. 344 pp.

June 21-25, 2021
Virtual Colloquy
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Saint John’s University

Collegeville, Minnesota
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